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be useful to it in its special circumstances.
Modifications may take place by direct pressure
of external circumstances ; the whole organism
or any organ may lose in size and strength
from failure of the proper food, but such
modifications are in the downward, not in the
upward direction. Indirectly external circum-
stances may of course produce upward changes;
thus the drying up of axolotl ponds caused the
survival of individuals which had " sported " in
the direction of lungs. But the immediate
cause of change in the direction of higher
organisation is always the internal and quasi-
spontaneous action of the organism.

" Freedom we call it, for holier

Name of the soul there is none ;

Surelier it labours, if slowlier,

Than the metres of star or of sun ;

Slowlier than life into breath,

Surelier than time into death,

It moves till its labour be done," 1

The highest of organisms is the social
organism. To Mr. Herbert Spencer, who has
done so much for the whole doctrine of
evolution and for all that is connected with it,
we owe the first clear and rational statement of
the analogy between the individual and the
social organism, which, indeed, is more than an
analogy, being in many respects a true identity

1 Swinburne, Songs before Sunrise.